Mask Flushing   ***Wrap: 2 cuts*** Th 7.16.20       AM/NOON/PM   RMcB


Every Thursday at noon the city manager of Kodiak gives the community an update on COVID-19, broadcast live on the radio and streamed on the web. 

Mask Flushing 1:  Mike Tvenge: In the past week, there have been six more positive cases in Kodiak, one in the past five days. (5 sec) 

City Manager Mike Tvenge  (tweng-gee) uses the occasion to give status reports on the number of infections, boats that have been quarantined, and things like where you can go to get a mask for free.  And while he never wastes an opportunity to promote masks, many in Kodiak were surprised to hear this. 

Mask Flushing 1: Mike Tvenge:   “My advice is to find a mask that fits you well and wear it. If you use a disposable mask, please place it in the trash when it’s no longer effective, rather than disposing down the toilet. The treatment plant is having masks and gloves plugging the pumps in the sewer lift stations.” (17 sec) 

Wipes used for disinfecting surfaces are also clogging up the sewer lift system. There’s a picture on the Kodiak Emergency Operation Center’s Facebook page with a tangled mess of wipes and masks retrieved from the sewer. The post asks people to only flush toilet paper and human bodily wastes – and that even if something says “disposable” or  “flushable,” it can still clog up the system. 
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